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CERRO F)K

American Hotels and
Clubs. Base Ball,
Bowling and Tennis on

the Root of the World
.Something About the
Soroche or Mountain
Sickness.An Overwise
Doctor. The Highest
Mining Town of the
World Its Strange
Native Population of

JL

Cholos and Indians.
Copyrighted. 1014. by Frank G. Carpenter.)

CERRO DE PASCO, Peru.
WANT to give you
tsome pictures of
Cerro de Pasco, the
highest mining
town of the world.
It is situated hero
in the tops of the

America, at analtitudeof 14,200 feet
above the sea.

There are snowcappedmountains about it, and the town
lies in a valley which runs north and
south between two mighty ranges. The
mountains are filled with minerals. There
are copper and silver and vanadium withina few miles, and right under the city
re great beds of ore which is almost

pure copper, but with a slight mixture of
silver and gold.
This great plateau, which runs north
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A A l\ k OR nearly thirtyvif ur \ | t w o years Sir Cecil

jrtt Arthur Spring-Rice,
\ British ambassador

A U' \\B\\ to t^ie United
/* Tl \\n \\ States, has been
\/ 1 pJ ^ behind the scenes

Yjr Jf a in world politics,
y K mk Few men have the
*4* knowledge he pos
W M sesses of the un^kMwritten history of

the nations in this
last third of a century. He has an intimateacquaintance with the individuals
who have directed the course of events;
often he lias played a large though
silent, part in that directing.
A quiet, modest figure of a man. charmingof manner, approachable, frank, kindly,putting on no "side." having no use

tor the mask of mystery with which tiie
higher diplomatists are presumed to cover
their operation*, he sees nothing renia'kableIn what he lias done 01 in his own

personality.
With genuine concern he expressed his

1 egrets to an American interviewer recentlythat he was "so uninteresting a

personality" and that lie could furnish
so little material for an article concerningthe British ambassador. He didn't
»eem to realize that he has lived the
things that romancers and playwrights
have, by their art, made colorful and
thrilling that the melodramatist and the
writer of talcs of modern romance can

rind in his career a veritable mine of
material.

Ilia vision of himself is that of an earnestservant of the empire, doing as well
as he may each day's task in the world
of diplomacy, inspired by an intense
loyalty and the spirit of high service
that prevail among: men of his class,
content, when his work is done, to retire
at the age limit of sixty-five and ac- ept
his annual pension. Of course^ he does
not put it that way himself, but any
extended conversation with him reveals
the fact
He comes of a line that has so served.

His proKenitors for generations have figuredlargely in the government of the
empire. His house today has numerous
representatives in the diplomatic and
other services. Without exception all have
done notable work.
And yet in personal appearance Sir

Cecil looks not at all like that haughty
figure that the American public mind has
pictured as the typical diplomatist. As
a matter of fact, few diplomatists do.
lie doesn't draw] and he doesn't wear a
monocle and he doesn't wear a military
moustache and he doesn't wear, as a part
of everyday attire, a flaming red ribbon
across his shirt bosom. K. Phillips Oppenheimwouldn't dare to put him in a
book as he Is. Nevertheless he is truer
to type than any ambassador, minister
or attache Oppenheim has given us.
A studious-appearing man of medium

height, with blond pointed beard streaked,as is his hair, slightly with gray, and
with pleasant British blue eyes, he is
more engaging than awe-inspiring
This Is the man who has been selected

by his home government for many great
and Important tasks. For some reason
he was at Tokio when events were movingtoward the war between China and
Japan, some twenty-odd years ago. When
unquiet Persia, that political powder
magazine that lies between the lion and
the bear, had one of her periodical spells
in ISP* Sir Cecil appeared at Teheran as

secretary of legation. Thereafter at Uif-
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PASCO, THE HIGHEST TOWN IN THE

and south through Peru, contains a large t
part of the population of the republic. It I
is divided up into enormous haciendas 1
and other lands, upon which are squatters i

who have great herds of cattle and sheep. *

They also raise some barley, and in the ^
deep valleys that sink down into the
plateau are regions growing all kinds of ^
temperate and tropical fruits. We are j
here just about as far south of the equa- '

tor as Panama is north of It, but at this Jaltitude of almost three miles in the air
the climate is more like Canada than jthat of Jamaica. There are frequent
snowstorms in the winter, and at night
the thermometer then goes down almost (
to zero. In the summer it rains in the
afternoon, but the mornings are clear,
and for about six months of the year the
sun shines all the day through.

»
*

I shall first show you something of the 1

native parts of Cerro de Pasco. The c

town has about 15,000 Cholo and Indian :

residents. The most of them live in *
one-story houses that are made of adobe
and plaster outside. The buildings are in
blocks, walling the streets. They are
painted in the brightest of colors. One
house may be bright grfeen, the next may
be blue, and the next red or golden yellowor white. The houses have roofs of
thatch or of galvanized iron, that extend
out over the sidewalks. There are no
drains from the roofs, and when it rains 1
the water pours down the back of your
neck as you go through the streets. The
sidewalks are narrow, and the principal
roadways are paved with cobbles, with a

gutter of slabs about ten inches wide and
six inches deep that runs through the
middle of the street. They do not put
the gutters at the sides of the roadway
as at home. The streets all slope to the
center, and the sewage runs off through
this gutter.
As 1 walked through the town, I observedthat the woodwork was freshly

painted, and the American who was with
me told me that the law is that all
houses facing the street must be painted
once every two years. If they are not,
the owners are fined. He said that the
painting time had just passed, and
therefore the city looked fresh.
Strolling up the main street we passed

h Amlbassad®
ferent times, totaling several years of t
service, he has been at that seething 1
capital variously as secretary, charge i
d'affaires and minister. j
Lord Cromer, that brilliant scion of the

house of Baring, who did such wonderfullyconstructive work as British agent
in Egypt from 1883 to 1007, knew Sir j
Cecil as a valued colleague. It was in (
1001 that Sir Cecil was made British com- 1
missioner on the Caisse de la Dette Pub- ,

lique of Egypt. Two years he spent on :
this worn. wnn ereait to iiiniseu auu t
profit to his government.
The momentous years of 1903-04, when

Russia was at war with Japan and Britishinterests in the struggle were many.
Sir Cecil "happened" to be secretary of
the embassy at St. Petersburg, and for*
considerable periods charge d'affaires
there. One day when President Roosevelt.anold and Intimate friend of Sir
Cecil.began to talk about a peace betweenthe warring nations Sir Cecil suddenlydisappeared from his post.
lie reappeared presently at London, and

then, in the course of a week, at Washington.Here he remained for several
days, during which time he had several
long interviews with the prospective
peacemaker, and then returned lo St.
Petersburg via London.
The British government, it has been explained,wanted to be reassured on certainmatters that were said to be in

President Roosevelt's mind, and had dispatchedSir Cecil to find out. But the
British government had an ambassador
already at Washington. Why couldn't he
find out? That is one of the questions in
diplomacy that remain unanswered.
Whatever the real mission, President
Roosevelt went ahead with a peace program,Britain was plainly satisfied and
the treaty of Portsmouth resulted.

*
£ *

These incidents are but a few in the
long career of Sir Cecil Spring-Rice. They
serve to show the esteem in which, he is
held by his own government. They, taken
in connection with his known knowledge
of and liking for America, may explain
his transfer to this capital at a time when
the construction of the Panama canal,
new tariff laws, new trade treaties, affairs
in Mexico, possible new immigration laws
witli the same restrictive features as to
yellow races that certain British colonies
are demanding for themselves, and with
certain other restrictive features relatingto East Indian subjects of the British
crown, make necessary to Britain the
presence of a particularly able diplomatist
in America.
That Sir Cecil has a taste for things

American is no occiei. aji nie niai pjacc,
he is an old and intimate friend of his
immediate predecessor. Kt. Hon. James
Brycc-, who recently was created viscount,
and whose American predilections are
famous. Sir Cecil is rather proud of
the fact that students of international
politics frequently have credited to
James Bryce a broader knowledge of
American politics than is possessed by
most American public men. just as they
assert that Dr. A. L. Lowell, president of
Harvard, knows more about English politicsthan most Englishmen.

It might be said that Sir Cecil, since
he was a boy of fifteen at Won, has been
a disciple of James Bryce.
Then, too, Sir Cecil is fond of saying

that he came as near being born in
America as it is possible for a native of
the United Kingdom. The home of his
family was near Brandon Head in the
southwest part of Kerry, the southwest-
ernmost county of Ireland, whose next
door neighbor on the west is the United
States. This part of Kerry has been the
home of the Rices since the migration of
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:hc principal stores. They open out on

he sidewalks, and are filled with goods
from Europe and the United States. I
«aw canned fruits from California, and
-almon from Oregon., cotton cloths from
Massachusetts and sewing machines of
well known American makes. There
were also many articles of native manufacture,such as ponchos made from the
nair of llamas and sheep, rude sandals
jsed by th^ Indians and shoes so clumsy
that I know they could not come from
Massachusetts. Over some of the doors
I noticed tassels and fringes of tissue
paper. I asked what they meant, and
was told that they were the signs of
:hicha saloons.

*
* *

The scenes are interesting. The crowd
was typical of backwoods Peru. There
were better-class Peruvians, dressed as

we arc; there were scores of Indian Cholos
:>r half breeds, and there were Indian men
and women who had driven their llamas
n from the country about with goods and
vegetables and other freight of one Kina

:>r other. There were many cargadors
with great loads on their backs, and Iniianwomen and girls wearing big hats
on their heads, shawls around their shoul3ers,and such bunchy skirts that they
nade me think of the song of Miss Hook
>f Holland, in which she tells of her pet:ieoats,the gifts of her lovers:

bavo oDe red potty from Peter.
And another green petty from John,

ind <»ne colored yellow, from some other fellow,
And one that I haven't got on.

I am told that neither the Cholo nor

.he Indian female ever changes her skirt,
she puts one on and keeps it there until it
s worn out. As it grows thinner, she
idds others, until at last she reaches the
limensions one sees on the street. She
tvears her shawl and hat in house and
>ut, and in hiring a servant It is difficultto persuade her to remove these garnentswhile at her work.
The Indian men and boys wear ponchos
md hats, with coarse suits of clothes
inder them that are of the same size for
hildren and grown-ups. They have sanlals,or go barefooted. The streets swarm
vith children. Babies are plentiful, and
learly every woman and girl has a child
.led to her back. Sometimes the baby is
)n the outside of a burden, and it bobs

Mf Moft a Tjpi
heir ancestors from Wales at the time of
he first invasion. A peak in the rugged
mountain range that fringes the coast
jives the name to the head of the house
jf Spring-Rice, Baron Monteagle.
Some twenty-eight years ago Sir Cecil

first saw America. Then, on a vacation
from his duties in the foreign office, he
lame to Canada and spent some time op
the ranch of his brother near Regina in
what was then the Northwest Territory,
now Saskatchewan. He returned" from
there by way of the United States. On
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SIR QECIL SJ

the voyage to England a fellow-passenger
was a young" American who also had
lived on a western ranch, one in Dakota.
His name was Theodore Roosevelt. A
strong friendship sprang up at once betweenthe two.
A few weeks later this young American

came to Sir Cecil at the foreign office and
asked him to be best man at the American'swedding, about to take place in St.
George's. Hanover Square. Sir Cecil, who
was then plain Mr. Sprins-Ricc, ciadly
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tip and down as the. mother carries the
heavy load over the road. She bends half
double as she goes oil a dog-trot, and
covers much ground.
Very few of the. women are beautiful,

and they all look dirty and rather repulsive.They start carrying loads while
they are children, and I see girls only as
tall as my waist with babies strapped to
their hacks. The people are very strong,
and the men can carry enormous weights
up hill and down. Their chief strength
is in their backs and their loins. They
arc weak as to their arms; and have to
get under a load in order to carry it. I
saw eight of them trying to move a

piano. They would not raise it with their
hands, but tied ropes to the legs and then
pulled on the ropes over their shoulders
until they were able to lift the piano to
their backs. After that they trotted on
up the hill.

*
* *

Cerro de Pasco has a plaza, about
which the chief buildings face. There
is a church at one side, and as I went

through I saw here 150 llamas lying
down on the stones and resting. Each
beast had a package of ore strapped
to his back; they had probably come in
from the mines and were on their way
to the smelter. They will carry merchandiseto the homes of their owners.
As I looked, some of the llamas got up.
They rest very much like camels, puttingtheir knees under them and sittingflat on their bellies. The most of
the beasts were chewing their cuds, and
I could see their jaws moving back
and forth, showing the teeth. Some of
the llamas were as white as snow,
others were brown, and some were
black, brown and white and yellow,
being spotted like a calico pony. The
animals look somewhat like an ostrich.
They are as observing as a fox terrier
and turn their heads this way and that
for every new thing in sight. Their
wool looks like that of the Angora
goat, but it is coarser. It is used
chiefly by the natives, and is not exported.
laKing poniw in uumpajij wim mr.

J. T. Glidden, the assistant superintendentof the Cerro de Pasco mines, I
rode through the city, visiting the outskirtsand some of the native mines.
Cerro de Pasco is situated on a great
shell of rook, from beneath which
several hundred millions of dollars'
worth of silver and vast fortunes in
copper have been taken, and from where
they are taking millions more now.
The streets and back yards are honeycombedwith mine holes, many of
which belong to the natives. The
Americans have bought what they could,
but some of the miners would not sell.
They keep on burrowing away, taking
out the ore by old-fashioned methods
and carrying it to the surface in rawhidesacks, laced together with thongs.
There are mines of this kind in the
midst of the houses, with people livingso elose that a baby crawling out
of doors might fail into a mine and

<e&3 MMy§ft®n©'
consented. So, at the ceremony which
united Theodore Roosevelt and Edith
Kermit Carow. the only witnesses were

two sisters of the bride and Sir Cecil.
Eater in the year.1886.Sir Cecil was

appointed acting third secretary of legationat Washington, and in 1887 was appointedacting second secretary in order
that he might act as secretary to the
British delegates to the international
maritime conference at Washington. In
the same year arrived in Washington
Joseph Chamberlain, that strange figure
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in British politics, who, without ever attainingthe dignity of prime minister,
has exercised a remarkable power in the
several parties to which, at different*
times, he has given allegience.
Sir Cecil remained with the legation in

Washington four years in a secretarial
capacity, later, after a stay in Tokio,
he was hack here for nearly a year, and
still later, for two years more. It was
in isr>:j that he was sent to Berlin, and
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stay there until one of the Indians
brought up a load. Here and there are
the remains of the great mines of the
past. There have been frequent caveins.and if the buildings had anything
like the weight of our houses, it is
probable that the whole town would
drop down into the mining excavations
below.

*
* *

Today the prosperity of Cerro de Pasco,
and, indeed, of this whole mining region,
is dependent upon American capital. The
Americans have already paid out millions,
and they are now spending thousands of
dollars a month for wages and native
supplies. They are employing eight or
ten thousand people, and the money they
spend goes from here out to the villages
of the high Andes and down into the
Chaucho Mayo valley, as well as to
Oroya, which is situated seventy-five
miles from here at the other end of the
Cerro de Pasco road. The freight suppliedby these mines is the chief support
of the Central railway, which comes over
the mountains to Oroyo; and in fact the
mines have added largely to the prosperityof all Peru. Much of the millions
of the original purchase went to Lima,
and the present outlay affects many people.
The American company pays higher

wages than any other institution in the
republic, and it works its men on shortertime. At present the working day is
eight hours, and the ordinary wage for
natives is about 75 cents per day. It
ranges from that up to $200 per month,
which is the amount paid to some of the
Peruvian foremen.
In addition the company is building

homes for its native employes. It ha stwo
classes of houses, one of adobe and anotherof brick. The rent is a nominal
one of 50 cents per month. This is
charged in order to keep hold of the property,for if it were furnished rent free
the native would think he owned it and
would sue the company on the slightest
pretext.
The foreign colony here is quite as interestingas that of the native. Here at

a distance of more than 8.000 miles south
of the United States, almost three miles
above the sea, is an American industrial
center. I call it American, for it Is run
by American money; but in fact the
foreign employes come from all over the
world. We have Australians, Germans,
Austrians, Irish and Danes. "We have
graduates of the Boston Tech. of McGill
College in Canada and of the leading
universities of Germany, and, in short,
the experts of a half dozen different nations.The manager of the mines, and
two of the doctors are Canadians. The
head of the company hotel at Cerro de
Pasoo is Mr. Tocci, an Italian, and the
manager of the hotel at the smelter. se\'enmiles off. is a Mormon, Mr. Spillsbury,
whose native home is Salt Lake City. Mr.
Snfllaburx* is a. strawherrv hlrvnflp with
hair of bright red. The natives find his

to" D>ipl®infii&£
Washington knew him no more, save for
the brief visit in 1904, until he returned
last year as ambassador.
During his service as secretary in Washington.Sir Cecil renewed his intimacy

with Theodore Roosevelt during the latter'sincumbency of the office of civil
service commissioner. The two walked
and rode and played tennis together,
and talked politics and grew close to
each other.
The present ambassador became a figure

in the social life of the day at the capital.Since his recent return a minor illness.contracted in New Hampshire, has
limited his physical and social activity.
Only recently was he. permitted by his
physicians to attempt much real work,
and not yet is it safe for him to venture
out with immunity to night affairs.
Nevertheless the life of the capital interestshim keenly, and he has had an

opportunity to contrast it with the life
that existed during the first Cleveland
and the Harrison administrations.
What impresses him particularly is

the change that has come as the result ot"
growth in the population and the ac-
cession of many families of wealth not
associated with government affairs. In
the earlier day society was more compact
and its individual parts were seemingly
closer together.
There survived, in those earlier days,

many of the notable figures of the war
between the states. Wade Hampton of
Hampton's Legion, was here, for one,
and Confederate brigadiers were many in
Congress. Gen, W. T. Sherman."a most
fascinating character" as Sir Cecil has
described him; Gen. Phil Sheridan, and
numerous others were met daily. In
many an amicable conversation the war
was fought over and over.
It was the particular delight, of Mr.

Roosevelt to bring together in these impromptujoint debates the leaders of opposingsides just to hear them talk, and
the young English diplomatist was usuallypresent also. It gave him an excellentopportunity to learn from the
mouths of the men who had made Americanhistory the facts relating thereto.
Thomas F. Bayard. Judge Endicott,

Whitney, who began the construction of
the new navy, these and other cabinet
omcers 01 note wnn wnom ne came m

contact socially and officially contributed
materially to the education in American
politics of the youjig secretary of legation.
At the time the North American fisheriesconference sat, all Washingtonponemore so than the British delegateswereinterested in the courtship by JosephChamberlain of Miss Mary Endicott,

daughter of Secretary W. C. Endicott of
the War Department. The head of the
British delegation was assiduous in the
attentions he paid to this stately daughterof New England. The marriage that
resulted was one of the first notable internationalalliances. During the courtshipit was a stock subject of debate
among the delegates as to whether Mr.
Chamberlain took his duties as a lover
more seriously than his duties as a delegate.
During the earlier part of his stay in

Washington Sir Cecil served under Sackville-West,that austere, silent minister,
the last man in the world of whom an
undiplomatic act might be expected,
whose career in this country was cut
short by his unfortunate Murchison letter,so called. Cotemporary gossip attributedto the minister's clever daughter
the explanation: Father never would
have written the letter at all if I had
been there. The trouble was that he was
all alone at the seacoast with nothing
to do."
The letter, it will be recalled, was in
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name hard to pronounce, and so they
call him "El Gringo Hubio." which means
the Red Gringo. The manager of the
mines is Mr. \V. J. Hamilton, who made
a reputation in the far west, and who is
said to receive here* a salary two-thirds
as large as that of President Wilson.
All of these men are well paid. They are
employed on contracts of two years, and
it costs $300 or more to pay their travelingexpenses from the United States to
the mines.

*
* *

Many of these foreign employes have
their wives and families with thein, and
so far I have not met one man or woman

who is not 'pleased with his or her lot.
The company does everything it can to
make life agreeable, and the people live
almost as well as at home.
In the first place, both the smelter

and the mines have hotels built of
stone, with bathrooms and all modern
conveniences, put up for the employes
who are bachelors. They get room and
board for $25 per month. The married
employes have comfortable stone cottages,and they can buy their foreign
supplies at the company store. At both
La Fundlcion and Cerro de Pasco there
are clubhouses, with libraries and readingrooms supplied with the latest
magazines and papers, and also bowling
alleys, billiard halls and rooms for entertainmentsand dances. They have
tennis courts, where they play matches,
and base ball grounds, where the smelter
employes sometimes contest with those
of the mines on the diamond. In additionto this there are pony riding
into the country and excursions to
the tropical valleys. The foreign settlementhas a creditable monthly magazine,the Inca Chronicle, edited by
n. cj. ovn ctiiauii, which iiita meuintinctionof being published nearer
heaven than any other periodical on
earth. It has also a hospital with expertphysicians and trained nurses, and
when the men are sick they are well
cared for or are sent "down the hill."
The words "down the hill" and "up
the hill" mean to and from the sea
coast. The distance is about 200 miles
by railway, and the hill from which
they drop or ascend is above the top
of Pike's Peak.
Most of the Americans and other fors,

aim Earo
reply to a letter signed by a man named
Murchison who wrote as a British-born
naturalized citizen asking if British interestswould be served by the re-election
of Cleveland and the establishment of a
freer trade. The minister was trapped
into replying in the affirmative and the
letter, which had been a political decoy,
promptly was given wide publicity by the
opponents of President Cleveland.
Sir Julian Pauncefote, later Lord

Pauncefote. followed Sackvillc-VYest in
the British legation, and Sir Cecil's
greater^ service as secretary was under
him. The present ambassador testifies
to the worth and ability of this famous
diplomatist, who was so popular in
America. Certainly relations between
the United States and Great Britain becamevery much more cordial during the
long Pauncefote stay than they had
been before in the history of the nations.
Sir Cecil looks upon his former chief as

I
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SIR CECIL ANSWERS HIS CORRES]

the ideal of all that a diplomatist should
be. 1
It was said earlier in this article that 1

the Spring-Rice family has had a record
of service to the crown. Of that record '

Sir Cecil is not prone to talk, but the
essential facts are found in English his- ;
tory. For example, one of the line was
that famous Sir Stephen Rice the Jaco- 1
bite. James IT installed Sir Stephen as <

chief baron of the exchequer of Ireland, i.
The court of the exchequer was the only 1
Irish court from which no appeal lay to
England, and it was the court in which *

land titles were settled. <

Though Sir Sephen's "abilities and 1
learning were not disputed".to quote <

Macaulay.Protestant landowners feared
him for his attitude toward the act of
settlement, an act intended to promote i

Protestant settlement in the Emerald 1
Isle. "I will drive." Sir Stephen is re- <

ported to have said, "a coach and six 1
through the act of settlement," and he <

made good the threat. When William of
Orange drove James from the throne 1
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eignors who live here in the Andes
tell me they are healthy, and that this
is so of men, women and children.
There are, however, some who come
who cannot stand the rarity of the air,
and many are afflicted with pneumonia
and have to be sent back post haste
on special trains. I know of employes
who have come up three or four differenttimes, and. going down sick, have
at last had to give up in despair.
As to soroche, or the mountain sickness,that seems to attack every one

when he first reaches an altitude of
two miles or more above the sea. Every
foreigner I have met has been more or
less afflicted with it. It usually comes
the first day after the arrival, and maylast two or three days or two weeks.
Those who have weak hearts are likely
to drop insensible, and it sometimes
causes death. As a rule, most peopleget over it, although it will return at
any overexertion or imprudence, and
that after months of freedom and
health.

*
* *

The first symptoms of this illness are
pains in the head and nausea. Then
comes vertigo, dimness of sight and
hearing. Painting fits may follow, and
the blood may flow from your eyes, nose
and lips. Those who have weak lungs
are liable to hemorrhages, and many tell
me they have a pain at the heart. I
had my first attack fifteen years ago,
when T stayed overnight at the Casapalca
smelter, which is less than 14,000 feet
above the sea. I thought I was safe at
Cerrq de Pasco, although it is 200 feet
higher, but the morning after my arrival,
after a sleepless night, I felt as though
the top of my head was being pried off
with a crowbar, while a steam engine
was running away inside my brain.
When I tried to get up I almost fainted,
but I persevered, and that afternoon I
was able to go about by resting every
few steps. As it is now, my boots are
heavy and my five-pound camera weighs
a ton. In riding my mule over the mountainsthis afternoon. I made him go on
the. walK. and when he once started to
gallop my heart seemed to -be hitting the
crown of my head.
The soroche attacks different persons in

different ways. My stenographer had a
slight attack when we reached the
smelter, but this soon passed off and

Sfsirv&imft ©
Sir Stephen followed his king into exile
in France.
Later in the line comes Thomas Spring-

Rice, first Baron Monte&gle, born 171X),
and died 186t>. who was chancellor of the
exchequer of England at the time Queen
Victoria caine to the throne. He was the
son of S. E. Rice and Catherine Spring.
After service in the house of commons,
first for an Irish constituency, and later
for Cambridge, and after filling various
minor offices, he became secretary of
state for the colonies in 18,'!4, and a year
later chancellor of the exchequer.
Tn those days the sovereign was requiredto sign treasury orders in person.

To Queen Victoria the chancellor brought
a number of these early in her reign.
"How shall T sign?" she asked.
"In these matters, your majesty," said

the chancellor, "it will save you the troubleif you will sign simply the initials.
V. R.' "
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POXDEXCE WITH HIS OWN PEW.
"I do nGt care to save trouble," retorted

fhp vnnnc nuppn "T nant fn Hn elmnlv
what it is right I should do."
It was the first intimate story told of

Victoria, and it. gaining wide circulation,
enhanced her popularity with her subjects.
In 1839 the queen raised the chancellor

:o the peerage, creating him Baron Monti-agioof Brandon, the very title which
James II had intended to confer upon
the earlier Sir Stephen Rice.
A younger son of this first Baron Monteaglewas Hon. C. Spring-Rice, the father
Sir Cecil Spring-Rice, the present ambassador,and was himself in his life uniersecretaryof state, in the foreign oftice.

Stephen Kdmund Spring-Rice, eldest
?on of the first Baron Monteagle, in his
ife was deputy chairman of the board of
customs. He did not live to receive the
litle. dying before his father, so the title
?n the death of the first baron passed to
Stephen Edmund's son. The latter, now
the second Baron Monteagle. has a son,
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he thought he was proof against furthertrouble. Hr walked six miles that
day. and then spent an hour in the club
bowling alleys. At the same time he a»e
like a Virginia razor-back hog. and the
result is that he. has now a beautiful
case of soroche. He is the color of Canadiancheese, he does not take three steps
without resting and hd loathes all mannerof meat. A man named Cutler, who
came with me says that his head began
to ache during the night, and his pulso
Jumped to 120. The soroche affected his
feet, and they kept rising and falling underthe bed clothes. A young mining engineerwho came here last week
to the mines. This sent his pulse, to J20
and he was kept in bed for a week.
Growing no better, he went down to
Tvima to spend a while on the coast. On
his way back he will stop at Matucana
at the 8,000-foot level, and then take
easy stages higher up to the mines.

I have talked with the doctors hero
as to the cause of the soroche. They say
It comes from the rarity of the air and
the lack of oxygen in the amount of air
taken in bv your ordinary working ma-

chlnery. The system has been accustomedto a certain percentage of oxygen
with each breath. You breathe just
as fast here as at the coast, but
you get less oxygen, and as a resultyour blood becomes impure and
there is a loading up of refuse he?-e
and there throughout t.h«- body, causingauto-intoxication. This goes on untilyou finally have the soroche. If it is in
your head you have headache, if in the
stomach nausea and if in the bowels you
have diarrhea. The pressure is very
much less here than at the seacoast. At
Lima it is about fifteen pounds to the
square inch and here it is less than nine
pounds. It is so light that it affects
everything. It takes six minutes to softboilan egg, and you may boil beans all
day and not have them cooked through.
Many of the wiseacres disregard what

the doctors say when they first come to
the mountains. They do not take the
ordinary precautions, and the result is
pneumonia or serious soroche. The other
day we had a doctor visitor who was toiil
he must not go out without his coat. He
replied that his business was medicine
and he knew what to do. He then straightwaytrotted about in the rain- The result
was he got pneumonia and within four
days he was taken back to the coast in
a coffin. FRANK G. CARPENTER.
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Hon. Thomas Aubrey Spring-Rice, who
is in the diplomatic service, and is followingin the footsteps of his second
cousin. Sir Cecil. He is now secretary at
Washington.
Sir Cecil's title is not one handed down

to him. for he is a younger son of a
younger son, but was won by his diplomatictriumphs. In in recognition
of his distinguished services, he was madaknight of the Order of St. Michael and
St. George. Two years later further
honors came to him on his being decoratedas a companion of the Victorian Order.In addition, in l'JU-, lie received the
coronation medal.
A product of the Rritisli civil service

system is Sir Cecil. A graduate of Eton
and later of Ralliol College, Oxford, he
passed a competitive examination and
was appointed a clerk In the foreign officeSeptember 9, 1881!, when he was
twenty-three years old. Two years late
he passed an examination in public law.
Promptly he was made assistant private
secretary to the Karl of Granvilb-. thru
at the head of the foreign office.

It was while so serving that this uflicia
who has risen to such high place in 1 inserviceof the empire, paid his first at:d
uiiiv vjaii iu inr iiuii.v: ul iuimiiiuii.>. ii

was at the time of the excitement o\e.
the home rule bill. Out of the politics,
heat of the times arose the attempt to
dynamite the house.

iSir Cecil happened at the instant to
standing at the window of the foreign
office in Downing street. He heard the
explosion and ran at once to the parlia
ment building to ascertain the tacts for
his chief.
For a short period before being sent to

Washington Sir Cecil was "preei? writer"
to the Earl of Roseberry, a precis writerbeingone who writes digests of reports
and news articles for his chief.
Sir Cecil has an international reputationas an orientalist and as a linguist

He is a student of oriental literature and
has translated lVrsian poetry. In Ins
younger days he received special "allowances"from his government for masteringthe Russian and Persian languages
Furthermore, he is an Kgvptoloaist of
note, finding somehow leisure in his busy
two years with Lord Cromer iti the land
of the pyramids to pursue his own lesearches.
Like many other diplomatists. Sir Cecil

"married in the service." J1 Is wife is

the daughter of Rt. lion Sir Frank
Lasceiles. G. C. H G. C. M. G G. C.
V. O.. long a distinguished figure m
British diplomacy. Lady Spring-Rice receivedher introduction to republican
institutions at the age of four months,
when her father, then second secretary
to the legation here, brought her to
Washington. Sir Frank Lasceiles later
in his career served at Athens, later
as minister to Persia, and still later as
ambassador to Russia. His daughter accompaniedhim to all these places. Her
marriage to Sir Cecil Spring-Rice took
place at Berlin in UW>4.
One son. a sturdy youth, and a daughterhave been born to the union. The

son. like his father, is an indefatigable
pedestrian. At the age of five he demoonstratedhis powers in that respect by
climbing the Hill of Monadnock in NewHampshire.
In a stately old-fashioned Connecticut

avenue mansion, set back from the street
beyond an iron fence, the gate posts surmountedby gilded crowns, the new anibassadooris busily at work with his start
on the business of his nation. One
peculiar habit of his work has impressed
itself upon those who have business with
the embassy. Sir Cecil retains the
ancient courteous manner of replying
to all personal letters in his own handwriting.

ASHMUN BROWN.


